
 
Fresh Voices of Contemporary Jewish Artists 

 
An exhibition curated by the Jewish Artists Initiative and Anne Hromadka represents ten Los Angeles 
based artists. Fresh Voices includes art by Stas Orlovski, Karen Liebowitz, Carol Es, Joshua 
Abarbanel, Gary Frederick Brown, Adrienne Adar, Marcie Kaufman, Eileen Levinson, Maital 
Guttman, and Kate McKinney. The dialogue created by these artists represents a fresh voice from a 

generation of artists whose careers have unfolded in the secular 
art world and who are nevertheless exploring their Jewish identity 
in new ways.  

 
Karen Liebowitz, whose paintings and drawings are hybrids of 
classicism and fantasy, uses an invented mythology drawing from 
traditional religious motifs recast with contemporary female 
protagonists. Gary Frederick Brown deals with abstracted 
notions of God and spirituality focusing on the cosmos and string 
theory in his painting and monotypes. Joshua Abarbanel uses 
new media technology to push the boundaries of space in relation 
to the spiritual realm. Adrienne Adar’s large format photographs 
of what remains of the Jewish Ghetto in Shanghai become a 

powerful reminder of post Shoah survival. Carol Es’s work is highly autobiographical. She uses imagery from 
her traumatic childhood while finding the strength to maintain her current hopes and dreams. The Hebrew 
words that illuminate her canvases remind 
the viewer that in order to survive one must 
maintain faith to push through the darkness 
and into the light. Carol Es was named a 
2009 Pollock-Krasner Grant recipient. The 
work of Kate McKinney also uses a deeply 
personal narrative as the basis for her art, 
which often manipulates books and other 
found objects. For Fresh Voices, she created a 
large installation with fabric and books 
reflecting her recent marriage to a Muslim 
man. Her work will explore the ways in which 
our cultures can co-exist examining the idea 
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of Jews as “people of the book” and the hijāb1 as a metaphor for revealing things which are hidden. Eileen 

Levinson, an artist and graphic designer, toys with the idea of logos and branding as she reinterprets the 613 
mizvot into a Commandment Scorecard. Levinson’s basic design is a vintage bingo card cleverly updated with  
the 613 biblical commandments. Her large format pink paper copy and ink blotch scoring method offer a D.I.Y 
(Do it Yourself) approach that any hipster would recognize.  
 
A final theme in this exhibit is the relationship between Israel and notions of the Diaspora. Stas Orlovski was 
born in the former Soviet Union and immigrated with his parents as a child to Tel Aviv, then Paris, Toronto, and 

ultimately Los Angeles. While his work compositionally deals 
with abstractions of books and the printed page, Orlovski also 
grapples with the concepts of place and diasporic wanderings 
referencing his immigrant narrative. Among his many career 
achievements, Orlovski was a 2008 City of Los Angeles Artist 
Fellowship (COLA) recipient and is currently an Assistant 
Professor at Long Beach City College. Maital Guttman, an 
Israeli American documentary filmmaker, captures a recent 
moment in California history, namely the large scale protests 
immediately following the passing of Proposition 8, in her 
video entitled No on H8. Standing behind a camera lens, she 
is able to separate herself from the protestors, thus making 
her film into a larger critique about marginalization, 

alienation, Jewish notions of social justice, and how we define love within a not always civil society. Lastly, 
Marcie Kaufman also dissects different views of her diasporic landscape. Her images of the graffiti covered 
cement banks of the Los Angeles River highlight words such as Zion and Roots juxtaposed with an image of the 
‘eastbank’ of the LA River taken while she walked along the ‘westbank’. The ‘eastbank’ image is reminiscent of 
Israel and references the Moses narrative with a tattered basket floating at the rivers edge. Her use of space 
abstracts notions of place, borders, and the political understandings of “territory.”  
 
These artists’ subject matter and chosen media offer a fresh and contemporary approach to re-imagining 
Judaism in the new millennium. They represent voices unique to Generation X and Y as they grapple with their 
Jewish identity creating a rich dialogue while leaving room for the soon-to-be iGeneration of emerging artists 
to respond to the fresh voices assembled here in an OMG2-‘post-everything’ way. 

 

                                                
1 The term Hijab or ḥ i jāb, as commonly used in the English-speaking world, refers to the types of head covering 
traditionally worn by Muslim women, but can also refer to modest Muslim styles of dress in general. 
2 Internet-centric abbreviation for the popular exclamation "Oh my God!" 

Stas Orlovski 
Garden ,  2000, 
charcoal , 
graphite , ink, 
watercolor , 
acrylic . 
crayon, xerox 
transfer on 
paper on 
canvas 
84” x 68” 
 
 
 
Orlovski is 
represented by 
Mixed Greens gallery 
in NYC. 


